Announcements!

Weele/u Bible Stua[u We invite each ofyou to attend the mid-week Bible Stuc]y, held upstairs each
Tuesday evening l)eginning at 0 pm. We encourage you to attend these vital and exciting studies!

Children’s Church ~ Children's Church is available upstairs on the 2nd-5th Suna[ays starting at
11:00 am. Ages 2-10 are welcome to attend. Please sign your children in and out. A snack is served.

Please pic/e up your children prompt/y aﬁer services. ALL DONATIONS ARE WELCOMED. [][yau
are interested in serving in Children's Clmrcii, p/ease see Sarita Agee.

Wernds of Wesdom: Tte Wooden Bodk. . .

A frail old man went to live with his son, (].aughter—in—law, and four—year old granclson.
The old man's hands trembled, his eyesigh’c was Murre&, and his step faltered. The £ami1y
ate together at the table. However, the el(lerly grand{ather's sl'lalzy hands and {ailing sigll’c
made eating difficult. Peas rolled off his spoon onto the floor. When he grasped the glass,
milk spiﬂed on the tablecloth. The son and claughter—in—law became irritated with the mess.

"We must do some’ching about
Gran(lfather," said the son. “I have had
enough of his spiﬂed miﬂz, noisy eating,
and food on the floor.”

So, the husband and wife set a small
table in the corner. Tl’lere, Grandfather ate
alone while the rest of the family enjoyed
dinner. Since Grandfather had broken a
dish or two, his food was served in a wooden
bowl. When the family glanced in
Grandfather's direction, sometime he had a
tear in his eye as he sat alone. Still, the only

words the couple had for him were sharp
admonitions when he dropped a fork or spiued food.

The four-year-oltl watched it all in silence. One evening before supper, the father
noticed his son playing with wood scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, "What
are you malzing?“

Jus’c as sweetly, the L)oy responded, "Ol’x, I am malzing a little bowl for you and Mama to
eat your food in when 1 grow up." The four-year-ol& smiled and went back to work. The
words so struck the parents that Jchey were speechless. Then tears started to stream down
their cheeks. Though no word was spolzen, both knew what must be done. That evening the
husband took Grandfather's hand and gently led him back to the £ami1y table. For the
remainder of his (lays he ate every meal with the family.

And for some reason, neither husband nor wife seemed to care any 1onger when a fork
was droppe&, milk spille&, or the tablecloth soiled.

Ona positive note, I have learned tha’c, no matter what happens, how bad it seems
Jcoda.y, life does go on and it will be better tomorrow. I've learned that you can tell a lot
about a person by the way he/she handles three things: a rainy day, lost 1uggage, and
’cangled Christmas tree ligh’cs. pm g
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Onden od Services
Fellawship | Refreshments — 9:30 a.on,
Sunday Sehsol — 10:00 a.m.

Monaing Werstiipp Services — U:00 a.m.

Announcements & Recognition o][ Visitors
Call to %rslzip: Scripture Reacling & Prayer
Tithes and Oﬁ[erings; Prayer o][ TZzanksgfving

Praise and %rs]qip Selections
Sermon

Invitation to Christ

The Lord ¢ Supper

%«‘ &&Mb@ Taken from https://sww.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/new-year-
L celebrations-around-world/

New Year's Eve - In many places people stay up late to see the old year out and the new year in.
Almost everyw}lere in the world church bells ring, horns toot, whistles 1)10W, sirens shriek. London's
Tra£algar Square and New York City's Times Square swarm with crowds of ha.ppy, noisy people. The
hullabaloo expresses people's high spirits at holiday time.

Chinese Lunar New Year - Many Chinese children dress in new clothes to celebrate the Lunar
New Year. People carry lanterns and join in a huge parade led Ly asilk dragon, the Chinese syml)ol
of strength. According to 1egencl, the dragon hibernates most of the year, so people throw firecrackers
to leeep the dragon awake. In the Chinese lunar calendar each of the 12 years is named after an
animal. Accor(‘ling to 1egen&, Lord Buddha asked all the animals to come to him before he left the
carth. Only 12 animals came to wish him fareweﬂ, and as a reward Buddha named a year after each
one.

Rosh Hasl'lanal'x, Yom Kippur -In Septemher or Oc’co})er, ]ews believe that God opens the Book
of Life for 10 (la.ys, starting with Rosh Hashanah (the Jewisll New Year) and encling with Yom
Kippur (tl'le Day of Atonement). During these &ays, the holiest in the ]ewish year, Jews try to atone
for any wrong&oing and to forgive others. A ram's horn trumpet, known as the shofar, is blown
before and &uring Rosh Hashanah and at the conclusion of Yom Kippur.

Songleran -In Thailan&, a special tl'u‘ee—clay water festival on April 13-15 marks Songleran, the
Buddhists' celebration of the new year. Parades feature huge statues of Buddha that spray water on
passersl)y. In small viuages, young people throw water at each other for fun. People also release fish
into rivers as an act of kindness. At Songleran, people tie strings around each other's wrists to show
their respect. A person can have as many as 25 or 30 strings on one wrist, each from a different
person. The strings are supposecl to be left on until they fall off naturally.

New Year History - Ancient Grecks Legan their new year with the new moon after June 21. Before
the time of Julius Caesar the Roman new year started on March 1. In most European countries
during the Middle Ages the new year began on March 285, the day of the Feast of the Annunciation.

More New Year Traditions - Indonesia also has two New Year celebrations — the official one on
January 1 and another on the Islamic New Year, whose date varies from year to year.

Read the rest online!
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