ANNOUNCEMENTS!

Wednesday Evening Class ~ We invite each ofyou to attend the mid-week Bible Study
upstairs on Wea[ﬂesday evening ngmnmg at0 p.m. We encourage you to attend these vital

and exciting studies!

Church Clean-Up ~ We will regu/ar/y have montlz/y church c/eanings on the last Saturc]ay
ofeaclz month, ]Jeginm'ng at 10 a.m. The next c/eaning Jay will be held on October 20, so make
p/ans to attend and Ifze/p.

Words of Wisdom: Two StoriEs...
STORY NUMBER ONE:

World War 11 pro(_luced many heroes. One such man was Lieutenant Commander Butch O'Hare. He was a figl'lter pilot
assigne(l to the aircraft carrier Lexington in the South Pacific. One c]ay his entire squa(_lron was sent on a mission. After he was
air})orne, he looked at his fuel gauge and realized that someone had {orgotten to top off his fuel tank. He would not have enoug})
fuel to complete his mission and get back to his Sl’lip. His Higllt leader told him to return to the carrier.

Reluctantly he (lroppe(l out of formation and headed back to the fleet. As he was returning to the mother sl]ip, he saw
sometlling that turned his blood cold. A squat]ron of Japanese bombers were speeding their way toward the American fleet. The

American figl')ters were gone on a sortie and the fleet was all but defenseless. He couldn't reach his squa(lron and Lring them back

in time to save the fleet. Nor, could he warn the fleet of the approacl’ling danger.

There was on]y one tlling to do. He must somehow divert them from the fleet. Laying aside all tl‘iougllts of perscnal sa{ety, he
dove into the formation of Japanese planes. Wing-mounted 50 caliber's blazed as he cllarged in, attaclzing one surprised enemy
plane and then another. Butch weaved in and out of the now broken formation and fired at as many p]anes as possil)le until
finally all his ammunition was spent.

Undaunted, he continued the assault. He dove at the planes, trying to at least clip offa wing or tail, in lwpes of &amaging as
many enemy planes as possi]ale and rendering them unfit to Hy. He was t]esperate to do anytlling he could to ]eeep them from
reaching the American ships.

Finally, the exasperated Japanese squa&ron took off in another direction. Deep]y relieved, Butch O'Hare and his tattered
figl')ter 1impe(1 back to the carrier. Upon arrival he reported in and related the event surrounding his return. The film from the
camera mounted on his plane told the tale. Tt showed the extent of Butch's daring attempt to protect his fleet. He had clestroyet]
five enemy bombers. That was on February 20, 1942, and for that action he became the Navy's first Ace of WWII and the first
Naval Aviator to win the Congressional Medal of Honor.

A year later he was killed in aerial combat at the age of 29. His home town would not allow the memory of that heroic action
die. And today, O'Hare Airport in cl'licago is named in tribute to the courage of this great man. So the next time you're in
O'Hare visit his memorial with his statue and Medal of Honor. It is located between Terminal 1 and 2.

STORY NUMBER TWO:

Some years carlier there was a man in cl'licago called Easy Eddie. At that time, Al Capone virtuaﬂy owned the city. Capone
wasn't famous for anytlling heroic. His exploits were any’c]’ling but praise—wort}:y. He was, however, notorious for enmeshing the
city of c}licago in everytlling from bootlegge& booze and prostitution to murder.

Easy Eddie was Capone's Iawyer and fora goo& reason. He was very goo&! In fact, his skill at legal maneuvering leept Big Al
out of jail fora long time. To show his appreciation, Capone paid him very well. Not only was the money }:ig; Eddie got special
dividends. For instance, he and his {amily occupied a fenced-in mansion with live-in help and all of the conveniences of the day.

The estate was so large that it filled an entire C}\icago city block . Yes, Eddie lived the high life of the cl'licago mob and gave little

consideration to the atrocity that went on around him. Eclc{y did have one soft spot, however. He had a son that he loved &early.
Ec{c{y saw to it that his young son had the best of every’c]ling; clothes, cars, and a good education. Nothing was withheld. Price was
no ol)ject. And, despite his involvement with organized crime, Eddie even tried to teach him rigl'lt from wrong.

Yes, Eddie tried to teach his son to rise above his own sordid life. He wanted him to be a better man than he was. Yet, with all
his wealth and influence, there were two tl’xings that Eddie couldn't give his son - two t}lings that Eddie sacrificed to the Capone
mob that he could not pass on to his beloved son: a goo& name and a goo& example. One day, Easy Eddie reached a difficult
decision. O{{ering his son a goo:l name was far more important than all the riches he could lavish on him. He had to recti{y all
the wrong that he had done. He would go to the authorities and tell the truth about "Scar-face” Al Capone. He would try to clean
up his tarnished name and offer his son some semblance of integrity.

To do this he must testify against The Mo}), and he knew that the cost would be great. But more than anytlling, he wanted to
be an example to his son. He wanted to do his best to make restoration and hope{ully have a gooc{ name to leave his son. So, he
testified. Within the year, Easy Eddie's life ended in a blaze of gun{ire ona lonely Cl’xicago street.

He had given his son the greatest gif—t he had to offer at the greatest price he would ever pay. What do these two stories have to

do with one another?
Butch O'Hare was Easy Eddie's son. PAq E 4
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VisioN STATEMENT

3 Enhancing Our Know/ec]ge o][]esus Christ,
Empowering All Believers ][or Ministry, and
Encouraging Continuous Dedication to the Lord.




Sunday School —10:00 A.m.

Morning WoRrship SERViCES-— 10:45 A.m.

DeVOHON oo Deacons & Congregation
Responsive Reac]ing ................................................. Pastor & Congregation
Youth ]nspiration
SleCtion ....oovveeeeeee e, Choir & Congregation

Announcements & Recognition o][ Visitors

Titlzes anc] Oﬁ[erings .................................................................... Deacons

(Visitors are NOT requireal to contribute - members are encourageal to do so)
Prayer of[ ANRSGIVING ..ottt Fastor

Selections .........cocoeceiiiiiiiiiee, [ERTTTTTTTPTTY Choir & Congregation

Sermon
Invitation to Clzrist

Benedicrion
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Scripture:

Subject:

Responsive Reading: 1 Peter 7:8-22 (NLT)

8 Fina//y, all o][you should be o][one mind. Sympatkize with each other. Love cach other as brothers and
sisters. Be tenderlzearted, and Leep a humble attitude.

9 Don’t repay evil for evil. Don't retaliate with insults when people insult you. Instead, pay
them back with a ]nlessing’. That is what God has called you to (]_o, and he will grant
you his l)lessing'.

10 For the Scriptures say, “I][you want to enjoy /i]fe and see many lzappy days, /eeep your tongue from
speaking evil and your /ips ][rom te//ing fies.

11 Turn away from evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it.

12 The eyes o][ the lord watch over those who do riglzt, and his ears are open to their prayers. But the
lord turns his face against those who do evil.”

13 Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good?

14 But even ifyou suf}’erfor Joing what is riglzt, God will reward you for it. So don'’t worry or be a][raia7

of their threats.

15 Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your
hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it.

16 But do this in a gent/e and respect][u/ way. Keep your conscience clear. Then i][peop/e speak against
you, t;zey will be ashamed when tlzey see what a good /1:742 you live because you Z?e/ong to Christ.

17 Remem]aer, it is better to suffer for (],oing good, if that is what God wants, than to
suffer for doing wrong!

18 Christ suﬁ[ere(j][ar our sins once ][ar all time. He never sinned, but he c]iec]][ar sinners to Zvring you
sa][e/y home to God. He suﬁ[erec] plzysica/ death, but he was raised to /i][e in the Spirit.

19 So he went and preache(l to the spirits in prison—

20 those who a’isolzeyec] God /ong ago when God waited patient/y while Noah was Zmi/a]ing his boat.
On/y eiglzt peop/e were saved from Jrowning in that terrible ﬂaozj.

21 And that water is a picture of loaptism, which now saves you, not l)y removing dirt from
your Lody, but as a response to God from a clean conscience. It is effective because of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

22 Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to God, and all
the angels and authorities and powers accept his authority.
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